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SEX IS BACK IN

DESIGNERS
FLIRT WITH THEIR
NOTIONS

OF FEMININITY.
BUTISITA

VIEW THAT
MANY WOMEN
SHARE?

LIVING DOLLS”?

A he message for o s
simple. 1988 is feminine
and fiity, frvolous and un-
covered. Shoulders are bare,
neckiines are low and skits
are either short stories or
mete paragrsphs. To pul it
midly. theres panic on the

“again. Uhad no idea.
voam WANT TOSEE
ITAGAIN. EVER. Ifyou

Dot tha kst Tew yeurs
women have become accus-
tomed to the strong. simple

you make

motes and I'm not going 1o
make any more phone calls!
ours,

Jeanette

anyof the accompanyingdrab-
ness. It looked as though the
ik e had traly
understood that wor
R e
weneed . have to
wak along it streets at
night, clean the bath, look after
the kids, etc, without having a
Joan Collins-size wardrobe or
donningaboller sut. We were
beingakenserush.

As women became more
0 et o i e s

gul their bums pinched al the.
ime and weren't accused of
aakmq for it because of the
waythey dressed
“The question of femininity

WINTERSON,
AWARD-WINNING
BRITISH NOVELIST
AND NO FASHION
EXPERT, FOR

HER OPINION

heels or Doc Martens. You
can't take away her woman-
hood but you can argue about
her femininity - and this has.

@\We knorw that men would
rather see us in skirts

than in trousers, we know
we're expected to use our
sexuality. Gazing at the
Jaunty, flaunt-it look of
many of the spring
collections, if's hard not to
Jeel that this isu’t some
awful retribution for

Christian Lacroix, one o the
lebrated design-
ers, whose frills and spills took
Paris by storm but who may
not prove so popular n stormy
Glasgow, ‘has a vision of Par-
sian woman that is unlikely to
match her vision of herseif’.
Some clash of interests here
o doub. It's wonderful, even
iberating, to have another per-
son describe you in away you
wouldn'thave thought of your-
self. No one should ever be
cathing about the
‘hymn to womanhood"
{5 that fashion can orch-
estate. JWhat we should
be scathing about s a vision
of woman that leaves her
absolutely out of the picture.
If it don't fit, don't force it
Jespar Conan,the o des-
igner whorm e
10 love, dooant boleve
that designers_define
. feminnty. ‘No one
succeeds as a des-
igner unless people
ike what they do
It's all very well to
point the finger at us
but we're not saying a
woman can only wear a
miniskirt. Women have
the option 1o wear what
they like. This isn't the 505
Very true. Women can wear

B what they like, but it takes

a brave soul 1o fly in the
face of a trend if it doesn't
please or suither. Women
are much more confident
now, but we're stil prey >

in the past®

Joantto Witaron s he b o
Orange dv Nt ho Oy Frut, o
e e i
bred o for ho b st v
985, or Bapiners. pub-
ahed i 1456, and Tha oz
‘which won the John Liswolyn hys
1987

10, deepiooted insecuriies
about what s feminine. We
haven't quite leamed that
being awoman is enough

We know that men would
rather see us in skits than in
trousers, we know we're
expected 10 use our sexualty
Gazing at the jaunty, flauntt
look of many of the spring
collections, it's hard not to
feel that this isn't some awul
retnbution for refusing to
be sexy enough in the past

Men have very definite
ideas about what wormen look
bestin. Imagine, then, what it
must belike foramanto eama
fot of money designing what-
ever he wants and knowing
that he'lnever have to wear it
Rifat Ozbek is something of an
exception because rumour
has it that he actually tries on a
ot of his clothes. The problem
s, though, f they fit him, will
they fitus?

This season, Ozbek thinks
we need a bit of Mexican
sparkle. Fake cacti sprouted
from his catwalk and his mod-
els sported the kind of hats
you're supposed to dance
around. His sense of colour,

b, is univalled, and
theres something genuinely.
breathtaking abouta man who
can put ochre alongside mint
greenand make tlook as f i's
always been there. He says
“Clothes should be for fun. |
always design with colour and
style first and foremost; |
don't think about any particular
kind of woman, | think about
the effect

So, is Betty Jackson right
when she speculates that ‘a
Iot of men just design for their
fantasies'? Judging from this

g moredolghlul han
dressing up as a schoolgir,

cowgir, a Mexican of a £
extra on my days off. s a
party without having o invite:

body.
fight spiit when he descnbes

his workas ‘an nvitation to the
general publec 1o experiment
with clothes'. But can we do t
on a Saturday in Sansbury s
Not unless he designs us a
new kind of trolley, t60. Fun s
fun and work is work, and mix
1ng thern can sometimes be i
dangerous business

Of course, being sexy s fun
and part of e Rifat Ozbek (s
candd about his  designs
They are o flatter the worman
and attract the opposita sex
Hear, hearl The spring collec
tions, short and bare and col-
ourlul, are certanly strong on

we have enough fine weather
toget our macs off

However, 30xi5 about pow-
er as well as about fun, and
every woman knows that how
she dresses will determine
how she's treated. As long a5

grown women refuse 1 act
ke tompting Lotas, we'l be
OK.Iforonewould ot thinkof
wearing a crotch-length skirt
onthe nightbus. The sad thing
is that a lot of women do.

In some respects, Conran
s much (0o optimistic about
how far we've come. The
majority of women stll look
outside themselves for a lead

change Itwouldbe apiy fthe
current wave of angry voices

particular
prave Chisian Dior nghtn his
observat ‘women
begin bv ing every new
fashion that comes along, N
to end up by

Smost nsans dea 0 ot




